REMARKS 



Claims 1-20 were pending. Claims 6, 12 have been amended. Accordingly, claims 
1-20 remain pending subsequent entry of the present amendment. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant filed an information disclosure statement via electronic submission 
April 28, 2004, prior to issuance of the first office action. The confirmation number 
received by the Applicant for the electronic filing is 2888. For the examiner's 
convenience, a copy of the previously filed information disclosure statement is attached. 
Applicant requests the examiner return a signed copy of the statement indicating the 
references included therein have been considered. 

Drawings 

In the present Office Action, and objection is made to figures 3A-3C, and figure 
4. In particular, the values depicted by item 302 are apparently objected to as not being 
represented as binary digits (i.e., base 2 representation). However, it is noted that item 
302 illustrates, and is described as, a "driving pattern" or "driving sequence" and is not 
intended to depict, for example, an actual register contents. Rather, the values illustrated 
by the pattern are symbolic and identify the patterns which are also illustrated in the same 
figures. For example, as described on page 11, lines 19-20 - "[a]lso illustrated is a 
sixteen cycle driving sequence 302 depicting which patterns, Pattern 1 ("1") 310 or 
Pattern 2 ("2") 320, supply a value on a given driving cycle." Applicant believes it is 
clear the numerals are references which identify the patterns (310, 320). Accordingly, 
Applicant believes no correction is required. In addition, Applicant believes one skilled in 
the art would have no difficulty in determining how to represent such values, or other 
similar identifiers, in a binary system. For example, "01" = "1", and "10" = "2" could be 
used. Alternatively a single bit could be used to identify one of two patterns. 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 6 has been amended to recite "turn-around", rather than "turnaround" as 
requested by the examiner. 

35U.S.C. § 112 Rejections 

Claim 12 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. Applicant has 
amended the claim to correct a typographical error and overcome the rejection. 

35 U.S.C. § 102 Rejections 

In the present Office Action, claims 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0138802 
(hereinafter "Firth"). However, Applicant submits each of the pending claims recite 
features neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited art. Accordingly, Applicant traverses 
the above rejections and requests reconsideration. 

Claim 1 recites a method which includes 

"storing a first value; 
storing a second value; 
receiving a clock signal; 

selecting either said first value or said second value for inclusion in a test pattern 

in response to said clock signal; 
wherein determining whether to select either said first value or said second value 

on a given clock cycle is determined according to a predetermined test 

pattern sequence." (emphasis added). 

Applicant submits at least the above highlighted features are not disclosed by the 
cited art. In the above claim, the values which are selected art for inclusion in a test 
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pattern . In the Office Action it is suggested that Firth discloses the above highlighted 
features in the following: 

"In the simplest embodiment, the stimulus circuitry stores a single 
Marinescu test, and the data input to the stimulus scan cells and 
clocked to the stimulus circuitry acts simply as a commencement 
signal. However, it is preferred that the stimulus circuitry be capable 
of applying two or more Marinescu tests to the memory block." (Firth, 
para. 92). 

In contrast to the features recited above, the cited portion of Firth discloses 
storing and applying Marinescu tests. Marinescu tests are procedures or 
algorithms which generally describe what a test may comprise. The above 
disclosure describes a simple embodiment wherein the circuitry stores and applies 
only a single test. It further suggests the circuitry be capable of applying two or 
more such tests to the memory block. However, this reference to two or more 
Marinescu tests is a reference to two distinct tests. In contrast, the above recited 
features recite selecting individual values for inclusion in a test pattern responsive 
to the clock signal. Accordingly, claim 1 is believed patentably distinct from the 
cited art. As each of claims 7 and 13 include features similar to that of claim 1, 
each of claims 7 and 13 are patentably distinct for similar reasons. 

Applicant believes all claims to be patentably distinguished from the cited 
art for at least the above reason. However, should the examiner believe otherwise, 
the below signed representative requests and would appreciate a telephone 
interview to facilitate a more speedy resolution. The representative may be 
reached at (512) 853-8866. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant submits the application is in condition for allowance, and an early 
notice to that effect is requested. 

If any fees are due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge said fees to 
Meyertons, Hood, Kivlin, Kowert, & Goetzel, P.C. Deposit Account No. 501505/5681- 
11500/RDR. 



Meyertons, Hood, Kivlin, 

Kowert, & Goetzel, P.C. 
P.O. Box 398 
Austin, TX 78767-0398 
Phone: (512) 853-8800 

Date: 



Respectfully submitted, 




Nam/Rory D. Rankin 
Regf No. 47,884 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT(S) 
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